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Abstract

This study explores the criminal protection of the environment under Qatari law
within a comparative framework, employing a comparative analytical methodology. It
arrives at several key conclusions, foremost among them being that safeguarding the
environment in all its dimensions affirms the human right to live in a clean, pollution-free
setting, which represents a cornerstone of human security. Environmental violations,
irrespective of their form, extend far beyond infringing upon the rights of an individual,
a group, or even the state as a political entity. Rather, they encroach upon the rights of
society at large and humanity as a whole, threatening survival, continuity, and the very

foundations of existence and development.

Criminal protection emerges as the most significant and effective form of legal
safequard, given the severity and deterrent nature of criminal sanctions, which serve
to curb behaviours that endanger environmental resources such as land, air, and water.
Ensuring effective criminal protection of the environment requires regular and systematic
reviews of environmental legislation to reassess prescribed penalties for various forms

of environmental harm. Equally important is the establishment of criminal liability for
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legal entities, particularly since corporations and institutions with substantial economic
capacity are often responsible for such violations. Moreover, there is a pressing need
to intensify environmental awareness initiatives, highlighting the dangers of pollution
in all its forms through diverse media channels, as well as integrating environmental

education into school curricula across all levels of education.

Keywords:

Environment — Criminal Protection — Environment Elements — Environmental

Pollution — Environmental Crimes.
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