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Towards Developing the Rules Governing the Principle of Good Faith in Contracts

under Qatari Civil Law

Prof. Dr. Abdullah A. Abdullah

Professor of Civil Law, College of Law, Qatar University
aabdullah2@qu.edu.qa

Abstract

As the Qatari Civil Code enters its third decade, the need arises to revisit some
of its foundational principles in light of contemporary legislative and technological
developments. In this context, this paper explores the principle of good faith in contracts
under Qatari Civil Law, considering recent legislative developments, comparative
legal insights, and the emerging challenges posed by artificial intelligence. It critically
examines the adequacy of current legal provisions in addressing the evolving nature of
contractual relationships, especially in light of technological and legal transformations
(Techno-Legal transformations) and the potential involvement of virtual entities.
Adopting a comparative analytical approach, the study draws on examples from foreign
legal systems, notably the French Civil Code, and proposes legislative amendments to
reinforce the role of good faith throughout all contractual stages from negotiation to

execution.

The paper concludes with recommendations aimed at strengthening good faith as
a foundational ethical and legal principle in modern contracting practices. The study

concludes with legislative and procedural recommendations, including amending several
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provisions of the Qatari Civil Code to reinforce the principle of good faith across all
contractual stages, particularly negotiation and execution, and to address the legal
implications of electronic and Al-driven contracts. It also proposes recognizing the legal
personality of virtual entities and incorporating rules on disclosure, confidentiality,
and pre-contractual liability. Procedurally, the paper calls for a national initiative to
modernize civil legislation, join relevant international conventions, and enhance Qatar's

legislative portal through artificial intelligence (Al) -powered tools.

Key words:

Good faith, Qatari Civil Law, contracts, artificial intelligence (Al), electronic

contracting, comparative legislation, contractual fairness, virtual entities.
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