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Abstract

Modern telecommunication technology made a
significant impact on traditional forms of consent under
contract law. Society has transformed from paper-based to
digital-based modes of communication. Exchanging offers
and acceptance does not require time and effort as these
can travel swiftly_ thanks to connected digital networks.
Accordingly, classic civil codes have to catch up with
the emerging technological development brought by the
internet and computer technology. This would not be the
first time for civil codes to do so. Civil laws had to provide
special provisions for forming contracts over the phone

when phones became widely available.

The importance of this study stems from the disruptive
forces of advances in telecommunication technology.
Electronic transactions created a large scope for arguments
and discussion regarding conventional legal principles
in contract law, such as the means of consent, offer and
acceptance, and consumer protection. Traditional contract
law principles seem inadequate to address the emerging

challenges of electronic transactions.
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It is noteworthy that consent in electronic contracts
raises particular concerns that require immediate attention.
It is essential to determine whether traditional rules of
consent for conventional contracts are suitable for digital
consent. In this context, it is critical to determine if special
legislation, such as the Qatari Law 16/2010 on Electronic
Commerce, brought any noticeable changes to electronic
transactions that depart from existing norms of contract

law under classic civil codes.
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