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Political Crimes as an Obstacle to Extradition of Criminals between Reality and

Aspiration According to Contemporary Jurisprudence

"Analytical Study"

Nasser Hutail Al-Marri

Student pursuing a master's degree in public law

Na.aeyalmarri@gmail.com

Abstract

Although the extradition system is not a recent development, the evolution of
globalization has significantly impacted its implementation. As globalization dissolves
borders and accelerates the movement of individuals—whether to commit crimes or to
escape prosecution after committing them—researchers have increasingly focused on

this system. This is the central aim of our study.

The research explores the extradition system by examining its origins, the
developments it has undergone, its key characteristics, and the sources from which it
derives. International agreements play a dominant role in this regard. The study then
addresses the legal nature of extradition, revealing its inherent instability due to the
tension between international cooperation on the one hand, and the principles of

sovereignty on the other.

Next, the study discusses the primary obstacles to extradition, with particular
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focus on political crimes. In order to understand these obstacles, the research identifies
the characteristics and types of political crimes, which, since the early nineteenth
century, have been a basis for refusing extradition. This gave rise to the principle of
"non-extradition for political crimes." The research concludes by examining this principle,
its underlying reasons, criticisms, and recent shifts in jurisprudence that advocate for its

restriction.

Finally, the study presents the key conclusions and recommendations aimed at
fostering a unified legal framework for the extradition system. The goal is to narrow
the scope of the principle of non-extradition for political crimes, thereby ensuring the
system's effectiveness, particularly in addressing the new challenges of transnational

organized crime.
Keywords:

Extradition System — International Judicial Cooperation — Political Crimes — Non-

Extradition for Political Crimes — Organized Crime
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