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Abstract

This study examines the legal framework governing contracts for the investment of
waqf land under Qatari legislation by analyzing the relationship between the haikr (long-
term lease) regime laid down in the Civil Code and the system of waqf development
and investment introduced by the Waqf Law. The research departs from a central
question: whether the Qatari legislator has preserved the traditional haikr system or
moved beyond it toward a new contractual model that better aligns with contemporary

requirements for waqgf-based development.

The paper demonstrates that the evolution of waqf investment reflects a shift in
legislative philosophy—from reliance on traditional, quasi-permanent contractual forms
to the adoption of a modern investment approach based on flexibility, institutional
oversight, and the sustainable management of endowed assets. It further shows that
the Qatari legislator has reformulated the relationship between the waqf and the

investor within a new regulatory framework grounded in administrative supervision and
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wagqf governance, striking a balance between the preservation and the development of

endowed property.

The study concludes that Qatarilegislation has moved toward renewing the concept
of waqgf development by abandoning traditional systems rooted in haikr and embracing
contemporary investment contracts that respect the specific nature of endowed
assets and align with their legal, economic, and religious objectives. This shift reflects a
clear legislative vision aimed at transforming the waqf into an effective instrument of
sustainable development, thereby enhancing its role in supporting the State’s social and

economic goals.
Key words:

Waqf — Haikr — Waqf investment — Waqf development — Qatari law.
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