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Abstract

This research addresses the legal characterization of the Iranian attacks on the
State of Qatar in light of the international legal norms governing the use of force and
the rules of state responsibility, a matter of increasing importance within the evolving
contemporary international system, where instances of resorting to armed force outside
traditional dispute-resolution frameworks have been on the rise. The study aims to
subject the events associated with these attacks to a rigorous legal analysis grounded in
the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter, particularly the foundational rule
prohibiting the threat or use of force in international relations, which constitutes one of

the cornerstone principles underpinning the modern international legal order.

The study takes as its point of departure the official data disclosed by the Qatari
authorities, including statements issued on 10 March 2026 and reported by the Qatari
News Agency. These sources indicate that the attacks, carried out through ballistic
missiles and armed drones, targeted multiple types of assets within Qatari territory,
affecting approximately 35% of military installations, 25% of civilian infrastructure,

and 40% of energy-related facilities and associated infrastructure. This proportional
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distribution of targets highlights the complex nature of the attacks in terms of scope
and potential legal consequences, raising precise legal questions regarding the proper
characterization of these acts under international law, particularly concerning the

protection of state sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Accordingly, the research is based on the premise that any use of armed force in
inter-state relations is subject to a set of strict legal constraints established under public
international law, foremost among them the principle of prohibition of the use of force
as a peremptory norm of international law. Accordingly, the study seeks to determine
the legal nature of these attacks and assess their consistency or incompatibility with
relevant international norms, as well as to elucidate the legal consequences that
follow, particularly with respect to the attribution of state responsibility and the legal
obligations that may arise therefrom. To achieve this purpose, the study employs an
analytical approach that integrates both the theoretical foundations of the rules
regulating the use of force and their application to the factual circumstances under
examination, structured in a methodology distributed across two main sections, each

subdivided into a series of sub-sections and branches.

Keywords:

Iranian attacks on Qatar — International Law — Use of Force — United Nations
Charter — National Sovereignty — Armed Aggression — State Responsibility — Right of

Self-Defense — Regional Security — Arab Gulf
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9 - Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, 9th edition, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2021, p.
215.

11 - lan Brownlie, Brownlie>s Principles of Public International Law, (edited by James Crawford), 8th
edition, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2012, p. 310
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Grotian Moments, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2013, p. 124.
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15 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Article 2(4), New York: United Nations, 1945
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16 - James Crawford, The Creation of States in International Law, 2nd edition, Oxford University Press,

Oxford, 2006, p. 397.
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18 - Hersch Lauterpacht “The Function of Law in the International Community, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 2011, p. 192.

19 - United Nations General Assembly, Declaration on Principles of International Law Concerning
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States, A/RES/2625(XXV), 1970, New York, pp. 121-123.

20 - International Court of Justice, Case Concerning Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against
Nicaragua (Nicaragua v. United States of America), ), Merits, Judgment IC) Reports 1986, pp. 14-15.
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30 - James Crawford, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, 9th edition, Oxford University

Press, Oxford, 2019, p. 400. (Oxford University Press).
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Lol cillaig dpallell d8Uall jlewl Gle duulwguzll calelill yili oliy 2024
38- Jean-Marie Henckaerts & Louise Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2005, p. 48. (International Committee of the Red Cross).
39- Yoram Dinstein, The International Law of Belligerent Occupation, 2nd edition, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge, 2019, p. 167.
40 - Hersch Lauterpacht, op. cit, p. 192.
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41 - Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, op.cit, p. 215.
42 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, op cit , Article 2(4).
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43 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, op cit , Article 51.
44 - lan Brownlie, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, 8th edition, op cit, pp. 310-312.
45 - United Nations General Assembly, Definition of Aggression, op. cit.
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46 - Ibid. See for more details Antonio Cassese: International Law. Oxford University Press. 2005 p.
419-421.
47 - James Crawford, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, op cit, pp. 400-402.
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48 - lan Brownlie, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, 8th edition (op cit, pp. 310-312.
ol 15 I hlsui) ln sy lohlSui b dySusll audi dypSunall dadidl dpas gl Jusll dosomn - 49
ol a1y of gealani o daSxall €38 s 105-103 uo IC) Reports 1986 1986 guigy /03> 27 @S (8axiall
Olgasll aggaay bayiy Ol (5eug 8oall slasciuml szl Slgiil JSuby 48 (5)5-1 dlgs 1 Jasi dxhue Cilelaz @es
bl (uo dissn iy 8l 1]
50- International Court of Justice, Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua

(Nicaragua v. United States of America), op cit, pp. 14-15.
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52 - lan Brownlie, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, 8th edition op cit, pp. 310-312.
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53 - Christine Gray, International Law and the Use of Force: 4th ed., Oxford University Press, 2018, uo
154-150.
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54 - Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, op.cit, p. 320.
55 - Ibid, p. 324.
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56 - United Nations General Assembly, Definition of Aggression, op. cit.

57 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, op cit, Articles 2(4) & 51.

58 - https://press.un.org/en/2026/sc16315.doc.htm

59 - James Crawford, Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law, op cit, pp. 400-402.
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61 - lan Brownlie, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, 8th edition op cit, pp. 310-312.

62 - Jean-Marie Henckaerts & Louise Doswald-Beck, op.cit, pp. 101-105.

63 - Michael P. Scharf, op cit, p. 124.

64 - Yoram Dinstein, op.cit, pp. 167-170.
65 - Hersch Lauterpacht, op. cit, pp. 192-195.
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67 - United Nations General Assembly, op cit.

68 - Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law,op.cit, pp. 320-321.

69 - Ibid, p. 324.

70 - International Court of Justice, Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua
(Nicaragua v. United States of America), op. cit, pp. 14-15.
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71 - James Crawford, Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law, op cit , pp. 397-399.
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81 - International Law Commission, Draft Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally
Wrongful Acts, op. cit, Articles 30-31.

82 - Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, op.cit, pp. 332-334.
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89 - United Nations General Assembly, Definition of Aggression, op. cit.

90 - United Nations General Assembly, op. cit.

91 - Antonio Cassese, International Law, op. cit, pp. 136-138.

92 - Jean-Marie Henckaerts & Louise Doswald-Beck, op.cit, pp. 108-112.
93 - Michael P. Scharf, op. cit, 2013, pp. 128-131.

94 - James Crawford, op. cit., pp. 414-416.
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95 - Ibid, pp. 417-419.
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98 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, op cit, Chapters VI & VI, Articles 39-42.
99 - Antonio Cassese, op. cit, pp. 136-138.
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100 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, op cit, Article 51.
101 - Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, op. cit, pp. 335-338.
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102 - James Crawford, Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law, 9th edition, op cit, pp. 416—420.
103 - lan Brownlie, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, op cit, pp. 330-333.

104 - Antonio Cassese, op. cit, pp. 156-160.

105 - Jean-Marie Henckaerts & Louise Doswald-Beck, op.cit, pp. 115-118.
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108 - Antonio Cassese, International Law, op. cit., pp. 162-165.
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110 - United Nations General Assembly, Definition of Aggression, op. cit.

111- International Court of Justice, Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua
(Nicaragua v. United States of America), op. cit, pp. 24-28.

112 - Jean-Marie Henckaerts & Louise Doswald-Beck, op. cit., pp. 120-122. Malcolm N. Shaw, op. cit., pp.
340-342

113 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, op cit, Chapters VI & VII.
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114 - Antonio Cassese, op. cit., pp. 170-172.
562-560 .00 o «Gilw gz e i il 3l - 115
:292-290 .00 Uo «Bilw g7y «Speell @Il - 116

117 - James Crawford, op. cit., pp. 423-425.
118 - lan Brownlie, op. cit., pp. 335-337.
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19 - Malcolm N. Shaw, op. cit, pp. 345-348. Antonio Cassese, op. cit,, pp. 175-178. Jean-Marie
Henckaerts & Louise Doswald-Beck, op. cit., pp. 125-127.

120 - United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, op cit, Chapters VI & VII.

121 - Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law,op.cit, pp. 360-364.

122 - James Crawford, Brownlie's Principles of Public International Law, op cit, pp. 430-435.
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124 - lan Brownlie, Brownlie>s Principles of Public International Law, 8th edition op cit, 2012, pp. 345-

350.
125 - https://news.un.org/ar/story/2026/03/1144338
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